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Don’t get into a spin with the rules of the road
top tips to avoid being caught in the headlights when driving in Europe
With staycations at risk of being ruined by rain, motorists might be planning to snap up last minute
bargains and escape the wet weather for sunnier climes.
Taking their car abroad gives motorists the freedom to explore uncharted territory and set their
own schedule. However, even the most experienced of drivers may screech to a halt trying to
navigate the dos and don’ts of cruising on the continent.
Halifax Car Insurance is offering handy hints to help holidaymakers stay safe behind the
wheel this summer:
1. Licence to drive: remember your driving licence and make sure your GB sticker is
clearly visible on the back of your car if your number plate doesn’t already include it.
2. Burning rubber: with heatwaves sweeping across much of Europe this summer, make sure
you’re prepared to travel in the heat. Pack enough drinking water and avoid travelling during
rush hour to avoid getting stuck in traffic jams. Also check your tyre pressure, as high
temperatures and under-inflation can increase the risk of punctures.
3. All aboard: Many European countries require drivers by law to carry a ﬁrst aid kit, ﬁre
extinguisher, warning triangle, reﬂective jacket, headlamp beam reﬂectors and spare bulbs.
Check reliable sources like government websites for the most up-to-date information.
4. On the continent: drivers heading to France need to carry a personal breathalyser kit with two
disposable testing units and a special child restraint for children under the age of 10 to sit in
the front seat. Drivers travelling to Paris, Lyon and Grenoble are required by law to display a
‘clean air’ sticker on their car windscreen to identify its emissions levels.
5. Insurance needs: make sure you have adequate breakdown cover and motor insurance for
driving abroad. If you're involved in an accident, contact your insurer immediately and take
plenty of pictures of damage caused to your vehicle.
Paul Birkhead, Head of Halifax Motor Insurance, said: “There’s still time to make a speedy
getaway this summer by planning a road trip to the continent.
“Although summer holidays should be about rest and relaxation, driving can be stressful at the
best of times – particularly when in a foreign country.
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“Planning properly, reading up on local laws and having the right insurance in place will help
motorists to follow the sun in confidence and enjoy a late summer break behind the wheel.”
Ends
Note to editors:
 Halifax Car Insurance is arranged and administered by BISL Limited, and underwritten by a
panel of insurers
 Halifax Insurance currently offers Halifax Car Extras, a range of benefits for new and existing motor
insurance customers. Terms and conditions apply. For more information visit
http://www.halifax.co.uk/insurance/carinsurance.asp
 Halifax Car Insurance includes 60 days European Driving Cover for EU countries at the same
level of cover as in the UK and a 24-hour emergency claims helpline. For more details visit
www.halifax.co.uk/insurance

PRESS TEAM:
Sarika Thanki 07557 661 569 sarika.thanki@lloydsbanking.com

